STRAUGHN HIGH SCHOOL

DANCE TEAM CONSTITUTION

2013-2014

ARTICLE I

QUALIFICATION OF CANDIDATES

SECTION 1: Candidates for the Straughn High School Dance Team must be currently enrolled in Straughn School. The dance team auditions are open to rising 9th, 10th, 11th, and 12th graders.

SECTION 2: Each candidate must have attained an overall average of 70 in course work for the preceding semester (January grades preceding tryouts).  Furthermore, all students selected for the dance team are expected to maintain a C average and keep class attendance in good standing.

SECTION 3: Each candidate must participate in the entire audition clinic.  Exceptions may be made in extenuating circumstances.  These exceptions are up to the discretion of 

the Sponsor and Coach. 
a. The Sponsor and Coach will organize and coordinate the activities of the audition .
b. A hired choreographer will choreograph and teach the audition routine as well as required technique skills.  
 c. All registration/release forms are due on or before the date specified at 

the Pre-Tryout Informational Meeting.

SECTION 4: Parents and candidates will sign and return a form stating that they have read the policies outlined for the dance team program and understand the rules/regulations for auditions, selection, and participation.  These signatures also indicate an acknowledgement of the physical requirements for both auditions and participation.  Parents will assume responsibility for any injuries that may occur as a result of practice or performance. 

ARTICLE II

SELECTION OF DANCERS

SECTION 1: After tallying the scores, the number of dancers will be determined based on the natural break of the scores.  

SECTION 2: This panel will consist of 2-3 adult judges.  These judges will evaluate each candidate individually and as a group dancer.  The candidates will be judged on the basis of the qualities listed on the sample audition sheet.  Each candidate will be assisted in learning these qualities and techniques during the week of clinic.  

SECTION 3: The candidates will be assigned an audition number and audition group.  A random drawing conducted by the Sponsor and Coach will determine a candidate’s number and group.  The Sponsor and Coach reserve the right to reassign numbers and/or groups in order to fill gaps left by candidates who may drop out or be dismissed from clinic.

SECTION 4: The Coach will specify attire for auditions.  No dance team accessories or clothing bearing the danceteam name may be worn during auditions.

SECTION 5: All candidates must be present during at least half of the school day on each day of audition clinic.  Participants are NOT to check out early on the day of tryouts.  

The Sponsor will verify class attendance each day.  In cases such as family illness, injury, or other extenuating circumstance, the Sponsor and Coach may make an exception to this policy.

SECTION 6: Only designated school personnel will be allowed in the audition area.  

SECTION 7: To maintain confidentiality for judges, scores will not be released to any tryout participant.

ARTICLE III

RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE DANCE TEAM

SECTION 1: The Straughn High School will perform at the following activities and events:

a. All varsity football games and playoff games at which the band performs.

b. All band competitions, parades, and trips.

c. Pep rallies

d. Special performances to which the danceteam are invited.

SECTION 2: If a conflict occurs between a scheduled Dance Team activity and outside interest, the danceteam takes precedence.  All performances, including trips, come before other performances or travel opportunities.  Travel plans or college visits should not be scheduled during seasonal activities. 

ARTICLE IV

RULES AND REGULATIONS 

Academics, Attitude, Attendance, Appearance, and Dismissal

SECTION 1: Dancers are subject to all rules and regulations of Straughn High School.  

They must also follow the guidelines and procedures of the Straughn High School Band and the Straughn High School Dance Team Constitution.

SECTION 2: are expected to maintain an academic average of 70 in all coursework.  

SECTION 3: Dancers are expected to maintain a positive attitude and a high standard of 

behavior.

a. Dancers are representatives of Straughn High School and should conduct themselves in an appropriate manner for upholding the integrity and character of Straughn High School, 

b. Dancers are expected to show respect for those in authority including faculty, administration, directors, choreographers, and captains.

c. Dancers should respect each other as teammates and work coherently as a group.  If the attitude or conduct of any dancer should have a negative effect on the team or the school, the Sponsor and/or Coach will hold a conference with the team dancer outlining the expected behavior improvements.  If there is no immediate correction of the 

behavior or conduct, the dancer will be sidelined until further notice. Behavior problems that persist will result in the dancer being dismissed from the team.

SECTION 4: Dancers are expected to attend all scheduled practices and performances.

a. If a student is present for the school day, she is expected to attend practice.

b. Dancers are expected to comply with rules and regulations stated in 

the Demerit System.

c. The dance period during the school day is a scheduled practice.  Dancers should not schedule appointments or other activities during this class period or during after school practice.  

d. Any dancer who misses a scheduled practice or performance is responsible for learning missed choreography and contacting a captain in order to be notified of announcements.

e. Habitual tardiness or absences could result in a dancer being sidelined.

SECTION 5: In the event that an injury or illness incapacitates a team dancer, a written doctor’s excuse must be submitted to the Sponsor.  This excuse should specifically dictate the type and degree of physical activity allowed.  No injured or ill dancer will be 

permitted to practice or perform until fully recovered and released by a doctor.  

Illnesses and injuries should be reported immediately to the Sponsor and Coach.  

SECTION 6: Dancers are expected to follow all guidelines established for appearance, 

practices, and performances.  Dancers must also be in good health and be 

physically able to perform all movements and conditioning activities deemed 

appropriate by the Coach.

SECTION 7: Failure to abide by the rules and regulations established for the Straughn High School Dance Team will be reflected in the grade for the dancer and could result in being sidelined or dismissed from the team.  
SECTION 8: Attitude, attendance, and preparation for class will affect the dancer’s grade for 7th period.  A grade will be assigned for 7th period, and a dancer will receive zero credit for a practice in each of the following circumstances: 
1. Failure to dress out properly

2. Excessive talking during a practice or performance

3. Failure to submit a 2 week notice for absences, practice or performance

4. Failure to arrive to practice dressed out and on time.

ARTICLE V

UNIFORMS AND EXPENSES

SECTION 1: An itemized list of projected expenses will be distributed at a parent meeting to take place before tryouts.  This list will include the estimated cost of uniforms, accessories, and camp fees for a first-year member of the team.  The list is subject to change.

SECTION 2: Dancers are encouraged to participate in all approved fund-raisers that benefit the team as a whole.  Such activities will raise funds in the name of Straughn High School Danceteam in order to purchase needed items for the team, activities, and trips.

SECTION 3: Purchased uniforms will be issued in the spring or summer.  Proper uniform fit will be checked and approved by the Sponsor and/or Coach.  
SECTION 4: Dancers are expected to take proper care of all uniforms.  All uniforms should be ready to be worn for performances at any time (this includes tights).  With the exception of practice uniforms, all uniforms should be hand washed.  In order to prevent discoloration and shrinking, uniforms should never be dry cleaned or dried in a machine dryer.  Uniforms should be stored in a location safe from damage by other clothing or accessories.

SECTION 5:   In the event that a dancer has lost a uniform that is to be worn for a particular game or event, she will be sidelined for that performance.

SECTION 6: The Sponsor and Coach will make all decisions regarding uniforms to be worn for each performance.  While input may be solicited from the team, the final decisions rest with the Coach and Sponsor. 

Rules/Demerits/Penalties

Failure to abide by the following rules and regulations will result in demerits as required.  If a total of eight (8) demerits are accumulated, the member will be subject to disciplinary action. This includes being benched from performances for each 8 demerits accumulated.  If a member is benched for a performance, she may not dress out or participate in the performance in any way.

SECTION 1

No member shall be late or absent from any event.  There are, however, unavoidable events that may, on rare occasions, cause a member to be late or absent.  They are defined later in this section.

The Danceteam must attend the following:

 All scheduled practices

 All Home and Away Varsity Boys Football games

 Any playoff Varsity Boys Football games

 Band competitions

 Scheduled parades and public appearances

The Sponsor and Coach will notify all members as soon as possible of any travel, so that each member may contact her instructors to work out absences from class or exams in advance.  While instructors are normally aware of the requirements of athletes to travel and miss class at times, each member must request permission to be excused and make arrangements to make up any work missed.  It is the responsibility of each member to clear all class work and exams with her instructors well in advance. At no time is work, a family reunion, a party, vacation, or any event of this nature excused to miss practices, games or travel to games.  The Sponsor and Coach determine what excuses are appropriate or inappropriate at the time of the event.  Un-notified and/or inappropriate absence from a game or other event will result in an appearance before the Sponsor and Coach.

SECTION 2

Excused absences shall be defined as follows:

A. Sickness or injury that is severe enough to prevent a member from attending and 

watching. If you can attend class, you can attend practice.

B. Death or severe illness in the immediate family.  The Sponsor or Coach must receive 

either written notice or a phone call.

C. In the event of excessive absences due to injury, the member may be asked to meet with the Sponsor and Coach to discuss her physical well being and progress toward healing.

D. College Visit (with 2 weeks written notice)

SECTION 3

Unexcused absences shall be defined as follows:

A. Work, family reunions, parties, vacations

B. Mild illness or injury (not severe enough to prevent attending and watching a practice or performance)

C. Any absence where at least TWO WEEKS WRITTEN notification was not given

SECTION 4

Specific Demerits:

· Late to practice

· Chewing gum while in uniform or at practice
· Late in turning in any assignment (money, permission forms, etc.)

· Wearing any jewelry other than designated approved jewelry.
· Demonstrating unsportsmanlike conduct (determined by the Coach)
· Late to game or performance  
· Failure to return to seat at time designated by the Band Director, Sponsor or   Coach.

· Wearing improper attire at a required event (member must also sit out)

· Wearing tights which are torn or which have holes in them (member must also sit out)

· Failure to dress out for practice (without a written excuse)

· Using profanity

· Failure to bring any item (props, proper shoes, boots, etc.) to practice

· Failure to wear designated attire to school on game days.

· Use of cell phone during practice or performance

· Unexcused absence from practice.  This includes late notification of an excused absence.

· Failure to bring any item (props, proper shoes, gloves, etc.) to performance (member must also sit out)
· Fighting*

· Insubordination:  direct refusal to follow a specific request from any adult or director*

· Providing false information to a local Board of Education employee*

· Failure to be courteous, friendly and pleasant to members of other teams, squads, and visitors before, during, and after any event.

· Unexcused absence from event

· Using tobacco, drugs, narcotics, alcoholic beverages, and/or any illegal substances *

*Also subject to disciplinary action by the Administration.

NOTE:  Since some situations that may arise during the dance season cannot be anticipated, the Sponsor and Coach reserve the right to assign demerits or otherwise take disciplinary action for offenses that may not be specified above.

